
LI People
ON THE MOVE

REAL ESTATE

Jane Babcook, a resident
of Sag Harbor, has joined
Brown Harris Stevens, an
affiliate of Christie’s Interna-
tional Real Estate, in Bridge-
hampton as a licensed associ-
ate real estate broker. She
was previously a licensed
associate real estate broker
with Corcoran Group Real
Estate in Sag Harbor.

ACCOUNTING

Charles D.
Scarallo has
joined Markowitz,
Fenelon & Bank
LLP in Riverhead
as an accountant.
He was previous-

ly a tax supervisor with Shee-
han & Company in Brightwa-
ters and is a resident of
Oakdale.

R.S. Abrams & Co. LLP in
Islandia has announced three
promotions and two new hires.

Katherine Klein
of South Setauket
has been promot-
ed from manager
to senior audit
manager.

Jennifer St.
Denis of Massape-
qua has been
promoted from
senior auditor to
supervisor.

Gregg Chavious
of Bellport has
been promoted
from senior I
auditor to senior
II auditor.

Michele Yen has
joined as a direc-
tor. She was previ-
ously in private
practice in Syos-
set, where she
resides.

Karen Arnone,
who resides in
Stony Brook, has
joined as a senior
auditor. She previ-
ously worked at
Berdon LLP in

Jericho as a semi-senior audi-
tor.

ARCHITECTURE

Gareth K. Tseng of Syosset
has joined John W. Baumgar-
ten Architect PC in Jericho as
director of architecture. Tseng
previously had his own firm,
G.P. Architectural Studio PC,
in Long Island City.

HEALTH CARE

Joel J. Shu of
Melville has been
named vice presi-
dent of clinical
transformation
and population
health at Catholic

Health Services of Long Is-
land in Melville. He was
project director at Account-
able Care Organization for
Jersey City Medical Center in
Jersey City.

LIBRARIES

Helen M.
Crosson of Oys-
ter Bay has
joined the Half
Hollow Hills Com-
munity Library in
Dix Hills as direc-

tor. She was director of the
Cold Spring Harbor Library.

WEALTH
MANAGEMENT

Lisa Colletti of
Garden City has
been promoted
from director of
wealth manage-
ment to director
of planning, prin-

cipal at Aspiriant, Manhattan.

DavidJ.Schnall
of Miller Place has
joined UBSFinan-
cial Services in
Port Jefferson as
senior vice presi-
dent of wealth

management and branch manag-
er. He was senior vice president
at Morgan Stanley Investment
Management in Riverhead.

MARKETING

Patty Brehm of
Islip Terrace has
joined Didit DM
in Plainview as
CEO. She direct-
ed new business
strategies at

Mailmen Inc. in Islandia.

ARTS/EDUCATION

MarianneMead
of Huntington has
joined the Art
League of Long
Island in Dix Hills
to direct the sum-
mer art program.

She teaches art courses at Half
Hollow High School East in Dix
Hills. — WHITNEY LEE
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BY CHRISTINE GIORDANO
Special to Newsday

Back-to-back storms have
made it a tough winter for
Snowlift LLC in Freeport,

which clears snow at malls and
airports, said vice president Jo-
seph Ferrucci, 37. Eight hours be-
fore a forecast storm, Snowlift
summons hundreds of seasonal
workers to drive its plows and
manage equipment at Kennedy,
LaGuardia, Republic, Newark,
Teterboro, Logan and O’Hare air-
ports. Because airport space is at
a premium, there is nowhere to
store snow, so his fleet of snow-
melters melts it away. During
storms, the crew doesn’t leave,
lodging in trailers at the airports.

The Ferrucci family got into
the snow business in the 1970s
when Joseph’s father, Michael,
had a construction equipment re-
pair business and also worked
for Snowlift as a driver clearing
at airports. Michael bought the
company in 2009, and Joseph
began working there as a teenag-
er and joined the business full-

time after graduating from Hof-
stra University.

What’s this year been like for
you?

The proximity of the storms
is actually very tough because
by the time you finish up, every-
body is exhausted and they
want a break. Especially with
the part-time, seasonal people
— they have made some
money and they’re tired, so the
next storm they say, “Oh well,
I’ll see if I can come in or not.”
It becomes harder to pool
[staff].

What’s the hardest storm
you’ve weathered?

The blizzard the day after
Christmas in 2010. It was tough
to get people in. They shut the
roads. The forecast was a little
bit off. People came in that Sun-
day, and nobody went home
until the night of New Year’s
Eve.

Your business is so dependent
on the weather. How do you
create pricing plans that keep
you out of the red?

We have a pricing structure
where we get a minimal base.
It’s not much, but in the event

no snow falls, it provides a little
revenue. It’s obviously not
enough, and that year would
not be a success, but we figure
our pricing over an average of
five to 10 years. One year you
might have three inches, the
next you can have 30. We
found that the five- to 10-year
average for New York is 25 inch-
es, so we base everything on
that.

After 9/11 was it harder to staff

airports?
Security measures are under-

standably a lot stricter, so the
process of getting people vet-
ted and fingerprinted and ID’d
definitely takes a lot longer
than it used to. At Kennedy
alone, when it snows for full
call-out, we can have 500 to
600 people come. That’s why
we start the process early in
the summer.

Any advice to people who want

to get into a snow business?
You have to be in it for the

long haul. We see people who
will buy a plow when it snows
heavy one year, and then next
year it doesn’t snow and they’re
looking to sell their truck. You
can’t be in it for one year or two
years. There is no quick fix
when it comes to snow; it’s hard
work. You’re dealing with equip-
ment and people in the worst of
conditions when nobody else
wants to be out there.

READ MORE
See who else

has a new position
newsday.com/onthemove

Business heats up clearing snow away
EXECUTIVE

SUITE
NAME: Michael Ferrucci, vice presi-
dent, Snowlift LLC of Freeport

WHAT IT DOES: Clearing and melt-
ing snow at airports and malls;
vehicle leasing and maintenance

EMPLOYEES: 45 full time, 25 on
Long Island; 1,000 part time, 400 on
Long Island

REVENUE: $5 million to $10 million

Joseph Ferrucci hires hundreds
of seasonal workers during
snowstorms.
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and color headshots to
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